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Erik Fosnes Hansen has created a
boyish narrative voice, at the same
time heart-stoppingly naïve and
strikingly adult. It captures precisely the indeterminate state between
unconditional trust and dawning
scepticism in which the adolescent Sedd is caught, whilst his life
reaches crisis point and everything
falls apart.
Jyllands Posten, November 2017
Lobsters, with their hard shells, soft
insides and basic existential vulnerability, are a mirror image of human
beings, at once armour-plated and
exposed; yet this novel also conveys a basic belief that it pays to
do your best and not complain.
Berlingske, November 2017
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Life in a grand Norwegian mountain hotel is not what it used
to be; Norwegians have deserted the traditions of their native land, with its invigorating ski trips and lake-fresh trout,
for charter tours to ‘the infernal south’. Sedd’s grandparents
are fighting a losing battle to maintain standards at Fåvnesheim hotel, which has been in the family for generations,
whilst the young Sedd observes developments with a keen
eye for the absurd and a growing sense of unease that all is
not well. He has his own demons too, as he tries to unearth
the truth about his father, an Indian doctor who died as Sedd
was conceived, and his mother, who was ‘taken by Time’
when he was a toddler and whom he remembers only as a
foxy-red sheen in the air.
Death stalks this peaceful place, as cracks in the polished
surface begin to show. The first to die is the bank manager,
who has kept the hotel going on credit, and whose demise
has ominous consequences for the whole district. Then the
new bank manager’s daughter almost literally pesters the
life out of Sedd; he has trained as a life-saver, but finds
saving people more complicated than he had thought. He
becomes obsessed with a locked room, which he imagines
will reveal the truth about his mother – but it refuses to give
up its secrets.
Erik Fosnes Hansen’s latest work from 2016 is a comingof-age novel with a narrator who stands comparison with
Holden Caulfield or David Copperfield.
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Jan Kjærstad has written the most
important Norwegian novel of the
year, and one of his best ever.
Hamar Arbeiderblad
A brilliant and unusual crime
novel about a national tragedy.
Aftenposten
A dramatic investigation
into the limits of the rule of law,
and at the same time an appealing
Oslo novel.
Morgenbladet

One August day in 2008 the Norwegian Labour Party’s most
colourful MP, Arve Storefjeld, is discovered in a remote cabin
in the country, together with four of his family and friends,
all with their throats slit. This unprecedented crime in the
peaceful backwater of Norway sends shudders through the
national psyche, as the search for the perpetrators begins
and people have to adjust to the terrifying thought: it can
happen here too.
The rapidly unfolding events are narrated from the standpoints of three observers who in different ways become
drawn in to the investigation: Ine Wang, a young journalist
who has just finished a biography of Storefjeld and realises
that the tragedy has presented her with an irresistible scoop;
Peter Malm, a judge whose ideal of a quiet contemplative
life away from public scrutiny is turned upside-down by
his unwilling involvement in the case; and Nicolai Berge,
a former boyfriend of one of the victims, who emerges as
the main suspect and a focus for the public demand for
catharsis.
Published six years after the trauma of 22 July 2011,
when 77 Norwegians were killed in a one-man assault on
the government offices in Oslo and a Young Labour camp
on the island of Utøya, Jan Kjærstad’s novel explores the
vulnerabilities of modern life and the terrifying unpredictability
of acts of terror.
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